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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims vsdU replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims . — " ~ 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting device for correcting 

white balance of a picked-up image, comprising: 

mean value calculating part which calculates means for dividing on imag e 
pioldng up plono into a plurality - ^f bloeka and ealoulating a mean value of brightness and 
mean values of color signals from video signals obtained in each of thte a plurality of blocks of 
an image pickup up plane : 

peak value acquiring part which acquires moono for acquiring a peak value of 
brightness and peak values of color signals from video signals obtained in each of the 
plurality of blocks; 

comparison part which makes comparison between brightness infonnation_of 
the mean value and the peak value; 

selection part which selects either of the mean values of the color signals 
means for aolooting on e of tho valu e obtained by said mean value calculating part 
mean s and the value or the peak values of color signals obtained by said peak value 
acquiring m e an s part according to comparison result bv said comparison part ; and 

white balance control part which controls means for controlling white balance 
on the basis of the values selected by said selection means part . 

Claim 2 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting device according to 
claim 1 , wherein said s e l e ction mean s comparison part computes a ratio comparison between 
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a first integral value obtained by integrating mean values of video signals obtained in the 
plurality of blocks by said mean value calculating ffleans and a second integral value 
obtained by integrating peak values of video signals obtained in the plurality of blocks by said 
peak value acquiring moons part , and, if the second integral value is not less than a 
predetermined number of times the first integral value, said selection part selects the value 
obtained by said peak value acquiring means eart, and, if the second integral value is less than 
the predetermined number of times the first mtegral value, said selection part selects the value 
obtained by said mean value calculating m e ans part . 

Claim 3 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting device according to 

claim 2, further comprising: 

white determining part which determines moono for det e rmining whether 
values calculated by said mean value calculating m e ans part and values acquired by said peak 
value acquiring means part exist within a white range^ 

wherein said sel e ction means comparison part integrates only values which 
have been determined by said white determining m e ans part to exist within the white range, to 
obtain the first integral value and the second integral value. 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting device according to 

claim 1, wherein said peak value acquiring means part acqxxires peak values of video signals 
fi-om signals that have beforehand been subjected to limitation for setting an upper limit to a 
signal level of an inputted video signal. 

Claim 5 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting device according to 

claim 1, wherein said peak value acquiring moons part acquires peak values of video signals 
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from signals that have beforehand been subjected by a low-pass filter to limitation for setting 
an upper limit to a signal level of an inputted video signal. 

Claim 6 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting device for correcting 
white balance of a picked-up image, comprising: 

mean value calculating mcang for calculotine part which calculates a mean 
value of inputted video signals; 

peak value acquiring moano for acquiring part which acquires a peak value of 
the inputted video signals; 

comparison part which makes comparison between brightn ess information of 
the mean value and the peak value; 

selection mean s- for solcctine one of th e valu e part which selects ei ther of mean 
color values obtained by said mean value calculating mcons and th e valu e part or peak color 
values obtained by said peak value acquiring means part according to the comparis on result 
bv said comparison part ; and 

white balance control means for controlling part which controls white balance 
on the basis of the valtte values selected by said selection means part . 

Claim 7 (Currenfly amended): A white balance correcting device according to 
claim 6, wherein said solootion means comparison part computes a ratio comparison between 
a mean value of video signals obtained by said mean value calculating m e an s part and a peak 
value of video signals obtained by said peak value acquiring means part, and, if the peak 
value is not less than a predetermined number of times the mean value, said selection part 
selects the peak value, and, if the peak value is less than the predetermined number of times 
the mean value, said selection part selects the mean value. 
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Claim 8 (Ciirrently amended): A white balance correcting method for correcting 

white balance of a picked-up image, comprising: 

Q moon valuo ooloulating step of dividing an image picking-up plane into a 
|<jj/ ' ' plurality of blocks; and 

calculating a mean value of brightness and mean values of color signals from 
video signals obtained in each of the plurality of blocks; 

acquiring a peak value acquiring st e p of bri ghtness and peak values of color 
signals from acquiring a p e ak value of video signals obtained in each of the plurality of 
blocks; 

making comparison between brightness information of the mean value and the 

peak value: 

a fioloction st e p of selecting either ene of the mean values of color signals 
valu e obtained by said mean value calculating or the peak values of color signals st e p and th e 
valu e obtained by said peak value acquiring st^ according to comparison result : and 

controlling a white balance control st e p of controlling white balanc e on the a 
basis of the vriue values selected by said selection step. 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting method according to 
claim 8, fufth e r compriauigi 

wherein, in making comparison, a " Computing st e p of computing a ratio 
between a first integrcd value obtained by integrating mean values of video signals obtained in 
the plurality of blocks by said mean value calculating step and a second integral value 
obtained by integratmg peak values of video signals obtained in the plurality of blocks by said 
peak value acquiring step, 
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wherein, if the second integral value is not less than a predetermined number 
of times the first integral value, the value obtained by said peak value acquiring step is 
selected by said selection step, and, if the second integral value is less than the predetermined 
number of times the first integral value, the value obtained by said mean value calculating 
step is selected by said selection step. 

Claim 10 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting method according to 
claim 9, further comprising: 

a white dotGrmining -gtep^ determining whether values calculated by said 
mean value calculating st^ and values acquired by said peak value acquiring step exist within 
a white range, 

wherein only values which have been determined by said white determining 
st^ to exist v^thin the white range are integrated by said selection step to obtain the first 
integral value and the second integral value. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting method according to 
claim 8, wherein peak values of video signals are acquired by said peak value acquiring step 
from signals that have beforehand been subjected to limitation for setting an upper limit to a 
signal level of an inputted video signal. 

Claim 12 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting method according to 
claim 8, wherein peak values of video signals are acquired by s£ud peak value acquiring step 
from signals that have beforehand been subjected by a low-pass filter to limitation for setting 
an upper limit to a signal level of an inputted video signal. 

Claim 1 3 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting method for correcting 
white balance of a picked-up image, comprising: 
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CKncan valiio oolculating otep of calculating a mean value values of inputted 



video signals; 



g peak valu e acquiring step of acquiring a peak valu e values of the inputted 



video signals; 



making comparison between information of the mean value and the peak 



value; 



Q soloQtion step of selecting cither ese of the valu e values obtained by said 
mean value calculating stop and th e valw or the values obtained by said peak value acquiring 
step according to comparison result and 

a whit e balance control step of controlling white balance on the basis of the 
valu e values selected by said selection step. 

Claim 14 (Currently amended): A white balance correcting method according to 
claim 13, fiirth e r compri s ing: 

a computing step of computing a ratio b e tw ee n a mean value of video signals 
obtain e d by s aid mean value calculating stop and a peak valuo of vid e o s ignal s obtained by 
said peak value acquiring st e p; 

wherein, if the peak value is not less than a predetermined number of times the 
mean value in making comparison , the peak value is selected by said selection step, and, if the 
peak value is less than the predetemiined number of times the mean value in making 
compgirison , the mean value is selected by said selection step. 

Claim 1 5 (Currently amended): A storage medium which stores therem a 
program for executing a process for correcting white balance of a picked-up image, said 
process comprising: 
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dividing an image picking-up plane into a plurality of blocks; 
calculating a mean valu e values of video signals obtained in each of the 
plurality of blocks; ' ^ 

^ ^ acquiring a peak vatee values of video signals obtained in each of the plurality 

of blocks; 

tn along comparison between information of the mean value and the peak 

value; 

selecting either eae of the calculat e d mean value and the acquired pook value 
values or the peak values according to comparison result : and 

controlling white balance on the basis of the selected values of the mean values 
and the peak values e flo - of th e calculatod moan value and the aequircd pook value . 

Claim 1 6 (Currently amended): A storage mediimi according to claim 1 5, 
wh e r e in said prooosB furth e r compris e s computing a ratio betw ee n a first intogral valu e 
obtain e d by integrating m e an values of vid e o signals obtaiacd in the plurality of blocks and a 
Gooond intogral valu e obtain e d by int e grating pook valuop of video signal s obtained in th e 
plurality of blocks, and 

wherein, if the second integral value is not less than a predetermined number 
of times the first integral in making comparison , the acquired peak value is selected, and, if 
the second integral value is less than the predetermined nimiber of times the first integral 
value in making comparison, the calculated mean value is selected. 

Claim 17 (Currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 1 6, 
wherein said process further comprises: 
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determining whether calculated mean values and acquired peak values exist 

within a white range; 

wherein only values which have been determined to exist within e the white 
range are integrated to obtain the first integral value and the second integral value. 

Claim 1 8 (Original): A storage medium according to claim 1 5, wherein peak values 
of video signals are acquired from signals that have beforehand been subjected to limitation 
for setting an upper limit to a signal level of an inputted video signal. 

Claim 19 (Currently amended): A storage medium accordmg to claim 15, 
wherein peak values of video signals are acquired from signals that have beforehand been 
subjected by a low-pass filter to limitation for setting an upper limit to q signal level of an 
ii^)utted video signal. 

Claim 20 (Currently amended): A storage medium which stores therein a 
program for executing a process for correcting white balance of a picked-up image, said 
process comprising: 

calculating a mean v^ue values of inputted video signals; 

acquiring a peak v^ae values of the inputted video signals; 

making comparison between brightness information of the mean value and the 

peak value: 

selecting either of the mean values and the peak values according to 
comparison result one of th e calculat e d m e an value and th e acquir e d peak valu e; and 

controlling white balance on the basis of the selected ono of th e calculat e d 
mean valuo and the acquirod peolc valu e values bv said selecting . 
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Claim 21 (Currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 20, 
whoroin said procesa furfhor comprises computing a ratio betwecp a moon value of video 
1 signals and a pcolc value of video signals, and 

^ wherein, if the peak value is not less than a predetermined number of times the 
mean value in makine comoarison, the acquired peak value is selected, and, if the peak value 
is less than the pT^^dftf^rtnineH nrnnher nf times the mean value in makine comnarison, the 
calculated mean value is selected. 

Claim 22 (New): A white balance correcting device for correcting white balance 
of a picked-up image, comprising: 

mean value calculating part which calculates mean values of video signals 
obtained in each of a plurality of blocks of an image pickup plane; 

peak value acquiring part which acquires peak values of video signals from all 
of the plurality of blocks; 

selection part which selects either of the values obtained by said mean value 
calculating part or the values by said peak value acquiring part; and 

white balance control part which controls white balance on the basis of the 
value selected by said selection part. 
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